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Your Excellency Minister Šarović,  
Distinguished Colleagues and Guests, 
  
  
On behalf of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina it is my pleasure to welcome you 
all to Sarajevo.  We are, of course, very pleased to host this sub-regional meeting for 
Southeast Europe on the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR).  
  
The OSCE is an organization that embraces cooperation as its core mandate so meetings that 
embody regional cooperation and exchange, such as this, are very much beneficial. 
  
The OSCE Mission has been dedicated to transparency and good governance almost since its 
inception, close to 18 years ago. We have pursued good governance standards at all levels of 
government together with our partners in the international community. Where environmental 
governance is concerned, the Mission has supported Aarhus Convention implementation 
since 2009, working with partners in government and non-governmental sector. To that end, 
we opened – together with the City of Sarajevo – the first Aarhus Center in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina almost one year ago. I am pleased to note that representatives of two other 
organizations – the Center for Environment from Banja Luka and the Center for Ecology and 
Energy from Tuzla – have now joined the Aarhus Center network, owing to EU funding, with 
financial contribution from the OSCE as well. 
  
Encouraging transparency related to pollution generated by companies: this is the goal of the 
inventory concerning the release and transfer of pollutants. Everyone must be able to consult 
this important inventory easily and free of charge, by using electronic means. This is why the 
inventory is normally published on the Internet.  
  
Ultimately, numerous players benefit from the PRTR inventory set-up and its transparency: 
the public and various organisations are able to access information relating to the 
environment on a local and global level; public authorities are able to follow trends and best 
practices; companies have a useful source of information allowing them to improve their 
environmental performance. 
Finally, I am convinced that this meeting will broaden your knowledge about this Register - 
the PRTR - and its benefits. I am also convinced that this will result in an improved 
enforcement of PRTR in your respective countries, and the entire region. 
I wish you all a successful and productive meeting! 
 


